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To determine what 
wider effects need 
to be measured in 

the context of 
economic 

evaluations

1 2 3
To identify how such wider 

effects are valued and 
whether these can be 

incorporated into 
decisions within the health 

sector in a formal way.

To produce a core 
dataset that 

incorporates the 
societal perspective

Task 1. Revising the 
methodological 

aspects applied to 
the identification, 
measurement and 
valuation of social 
costs in economic 

evaluations.

Task 2. Analysing whether using 
societal perspective changes the 

conclusions in EE. 

Systematic review using MEDLINE + 
CEA Registry TUFTS

Alzheimer disease, rare diseases, 
diabetes, depression and multiple 

sclerosis

Task 3. Alternative 
text: Creating a 

database on unit 
social costs in 

Europe: value of 
labour productivity 
losses, formal care 

services and 
informal care time.

. 

Objectives & Methods



Main results
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1 Task 1

3 Task 3

https://www.easp.es/Impact-Hta/Default

o The debate about whether the human capital approach or the
friction cost method is preferred is still far from being over.

o In the case of informal caregiving time valuation, the
opportunity cost method has been the most commonly used
approach in cost of illness studies and the economic
evaluations reviewed

o The website provides an
updated unit cost adjusted
by inflation and currency.
Exchange rates and
currency rates were also
obtained from official sites
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Main results

2 Task 2

o The inclusion of social costs led to a relevant change in results, ranging from 18% to 30% of the economic

evaluations, depending on the case study considered.



Impacts and Future Agenda
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To increase the consideration of the societal perspective in economic evaluations, it

would be necessary;

(i) to advance in a greater methodological homogeneity in the evaluations performed in

this field;

(ii) to promote the inclusion of spillover effects on health of family members when

informal care is a relevant resource of the intervention evaluated;

(iii) to perform a general strategy to improve the access to data sources in the previous

phases of identification and measurement of social resources;

(iv) those countries that recommend the consideration of the societal perspective in

their guidelines should promote the application of their recommendations through

appropriate incentives for researchers.
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WP4. Social costs and their role in economic evaluation for health care decision-making

Thank you for your attention!
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